P =

«v]A"( w \ﬁ/\
W W
C bﬁ'\‘

NATURA 2000

Stakeholder Conference on Financing Natura 2000

FINAL DRAFT AGENDA

15" and 16™ of July 2010
Charlemagne,
170 Rue de la Loi (Wetstraat),
BE-1049 Brussels

The establishment of the Natura 2000 network is at an advanced stage — consisting of almost
26,000 sites and the terrestrial network covering 18% of EU territory, as well as including
significant additional marine areas. The focus will increasingly shift to the effective
protection, management and restoration of the sites. The next period will be critical for
making Natura 2000 fully operational. A key priority will be the designation by Member
States of the Natura 2000 sites, the setting of conservation objectives and the putting in
place of effective management measures for all sites.

The necessity to take action for the management and restoration of Natura 2000 has been
underlined by the first conservation status assessment of species and habitats protected
under the Habitats Directive, published in 2009, which revealed that only 17% of
assessments were favourable. In light of the overall objective to achieve favourable
conservation status for all species and habitats of EU conservation concern, a significant and
measurable improvement is required.

As the costs of Natura 2000 shift from initial investments to appropriate management and
restoration of sites, there is a need to guarantee adequate funding to ensure benefits are in
fact realised by the protection of the network. A better understanding of the socio-economic
benefits flowing from sites can facilitate decision-makers in the allocation of funds, and
provide a strong basis for the investment in the Natura 2000 network.

The new EU biodiversity headline target on halting biodiversity loss and restoring it as far as
possible reflects this need. In its Spring 2010 Conclusions the Council has stated that
“protected areas and ecological networks are a cornerstone of efforts to preserve
biodiversity" and in relation to Natura 2000 stressed "the need to ... put in place adequate
finance and effective management and restoration measures".

The conference represents a milestone in the path towards a new Financing Natura 2000
Communication, which is foreseen for the first half of 2011. It will provide an update on
the estimated costs and benefits associated with Natura 2000, and evaluate the
effectiveness of the current 'integration approach' on funding the network, set out in the
earlier 2004 Communication on this subject. In this regard, the conference will present the
outcomes of the recent Natura 2000 cost and benefits exercise (the EC’s cost questionnaire
to Member States on network costs and the analysis on the Economic and Social Benefits
associated with the Natura 2000 network). It will offer the opportunity to assess the
current approach to financing Natura 2000, in particular the use of different European
funding instruments, and so contribute to critical thinking on future financing options for
the network.



Scope and Ambition of the Conference
The conference itself aims to assess the current financing provisions and to develop concrete
ideas on the future financing of the Natura 2000 network. Specifically the conference aims
to:
e present an update on the investment and management needs of the Natura 2000
network;
e demonstrate the importance of investment in the network with respect to the
benefits of Natura 2000;
e provide in-depth assessment of the current use of different funding instruments;
o explore future options for financing the Natura 2000 network.

The conference will bring together policy-makers — from the European Commission services
and the 27 Member States - stakeholder groups and NGOs from all across Europe. The
outcomes of the meeting will feed into the future financing Communication.



DAY 1 - Thursday 15™ JULY

Introduction

09:00 Welcome
09:10 Investing in Europe’s Green Infrastructure — Natura 2000
Ladislav Miko, Director B Nature
PLENARY SESSION: Chair
The financial resources required to implement the N2K network Matt Rayment
09:30 The financial resources required to implement the N2K network

Matt Rayment (GHK)
What are the costs associated with managing the Natura 2000 network

10:00 Panel discussion:
What is the difference between current expenditure, actual costs and costs needed to
have a complete network with a favourable conservation status?

Participants:
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Peter Torkler (WWF Germany)

Els Martens (Agency for Nature and Forests, Flemish Government, Belgium)
Rafael Hidalgo (Ministry of Environment and Rural and Marine Affairs, Spain)

10:30 Questions and answers

11:15 - Break

PLENARY SESSION: Chair

The benefits of investing in Natura 2000 Patrick ten Brink
11:30 Socio-Economic benefits associated with Natura 2000

Patrick ten Brink (IEEP)

Why is it important to invest in Natura 2000?
What are the benefits we can obtain?

12:00 Cases studies exploring the benefits of Natura 2000; where costs are offset by
benefits; who enjoys the benefits and who pays the costs

Socio-economics of farming for conservation in the Burren (Ireland)
Brendan Dunford (HNV Services)

The lower Danube basin and its floodplain functions (Romania)
Orieta Hulea (WWF-DCP)

An economic and institutional evaluation of the Natura 2000 programme in France
Anne Dujin (CREDOC)

12:30 Questions and answers

13:15 - Lunch

PLENARY SESSION: Chair
Financing Natura 2000 — Current Opportunities David Baldock
14:15 Introducing EU funding instruments:

The EU framework for funding Natura 2000 C An insight from different EC services

Financing under the CAP -Krzysztof Sulima (DG Agri)
Financing under Regional Policy - tbc

Financing under the CFP - tbc

Financing under Life + - Angelo Salsi (DG Env -Life unit)
Financing under the Research Framework - tbc

15:00 Questions and answers

WORKING ROUND TABLES: Financing Natura 2000

15:30 Introduction to the working round tables - Financing Natura 2000
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Sonja Gantioler (IEEP)
All participants will be divided into parallel working groups with facilitators to discuss
a series of key questions to enhance active participation in the discussions.

15:40 - Break
WORKING ROUND TABLES: Financing Natura 2000 — Current Opportunities

16:00 Current EU funding options - Opportunities, strengths, weaknesses and needs

Financing under the CAP, Regional Policy, CFP, LIFE and the Research Framework
What is already possible with the existing funding instruments?
How successful has the integration of Natura 2000 funding into other programmes
been?
What lessons are there on the uptake of opportunities?
What can be done to make greater use of the current opportunities?

17:30 - Close

TH
DAY 2 - FRIDAY 16 " JULY
WORKING ROUND TABLES: Financing Natura 2000 — Current Opportunities

09:00 Working round tables — Current Opportunities (continued)
Discussion picking up from Day 1

10:00 Feedback from working round tables & discussion
Sonja Gantioler (IEEP) + Facilitators
10:45 - Break
PLENARY SESSION: Chair
Financing Natura 2000 — Addressing the investment needs of the network Marianne Kettunen
11:00 Innovative and alternative financing mechanisms

What innovative solutions for financing Natura 20007

Marianne Kettunen (IEEP)
Fiscal transfers to compensate Natura 2000 opportunity costs in Portugal
Pedro Clemente (CENSE)

Supporting Business for Biodiversity — Public-private partnerships for financing
Natura 2000 in Poland, Hungary and
Mark Day (RSBP) and Zenon Tederko (BirdLife Poland)

11:30 Questions and Answers
12:30 - Lunch

WORKING ROUND TABLES: Financing Natura 2000 - Future options for EU funding instruments

13:30 Future financing options

What are the ways of improving the integration of biodiversity priorities into other
EU funds?
In what respects could an enhanced LIFE fund or dedicated Natura 2000 funding
instrument be needed?
What innovative instruments could be used to help fund Natura 2000 in future?
Would a programmatic approach (e.g. operational programme for Natura 2000)
provide a stronger basis for success, and if so, what elements might it contain?
15:30 - Break
Feedback from working round tables & discussion

15:45 Patrick ten Brink (IEEP) + Facilitators
16:45 Closing remarks

Stefan Leiner, Acting Head of Unit B3 Natura 2000
17:00 - Close



