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Area of historical floodplains in the study area: 41600 km?
Area of remaining floodplains in the study area: 8000 km?

A floodplain loss of more than 80%
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o Danube Delta: benefits for nature & people through

- wetland restoration
WWI? for a living planet®
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R Costs: research, design & implementation
o EUR 80,000

Benefits: EUR 99,000/year

EUR 26/halyear

3,680 ha

-Water retention, Fish (including 20-25 new
jobs), Reed, livestock, tourism activities

Replication: 15,000 ha restored up to
date (EUR 390,000/year)




Floodplain restoration areas (implemented, planned, proposed)
along the lower Danube and major tributaries, detail view
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Flood control: working with nature can be less expensive and
more efficient than man-made solutions
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Floods damage:
2005 — 2006: EUR 1,7
billion

2010: EUR 59 million
(up to date)

Benefits:

223,600 ha

2,100 million m3 flood
retention capacity

Additional ecosystem
services: EUR 112
million/year

(EUR 500/ha/year)

Costs of restoration:
EUR 50 million




o Lessons learned
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1. Long-term process: combine protection + restoration

2. Work at different levels

3. Build effective partnerships, raise awareness and demonstrate
opportunities emerging from ,,working with nature,,

4. Integrate policy and ensure wise use of funds

5. Base work on sound science, reliable data




@ Opportunities

Lower Danube Green Corridor — link conservation
& management of Natura 2000 sites with the
broader management of land and natural
resources

Additional funding sources for floodplain
restoration within Natura 2000 sites
(agua-environment measures)

Payments for ecosystem services
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