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Pressures and Impact Assessment

� Development of UK Technical Advisory Group guidance
(water resources & morphology) = Pressures & Thresholds

� Higher thresholds for pHMWB (“at risk” & substantial
physical alteration

� Application using a number of approaches

• Hydromorphology Assessment Methods (River Habitat
Survey, RHS)

• Expert Judgement (local staff – Ecologists, Hydrologists
Environment Protection Officers)

• Map based approach – UK TAG

Characterisation report: December 2004



Characterisation ResultsCharacterisation Results

Rivers (2384)
 258 (10.8%) HMWB
 29 AWB (1.2%)

Lochs (334)
 83 HMWB (24.8%),
 1 AWB (0.30%)

Transitional (50)
 9 HMWB (18%),
 1 AWB (2%)

Coastal (457)
2 HMWB (0.44%) ,
8 AWB (1.75%)



HMWB’s - Future Work (2004+)HMWB’s - Future Work (2004+)

Finalisation of provisional Risk Assessments
• Jan/Feb 04

Validation of Risk Assessments
• River Habitat Survey (RHS)
• Geomorphological survey
• Engineering
• Catchment pressures

Provisional designation of HMWB’s in SWMI report (obvious HMWB’s)

Assessment of restoration/mitigation potential/options (SWMI & draft RBMP)

Application of designation assessment (proformas and guidance developed for
draft RBMP


