
1

Sustainable Flood Protection
in the Danube River Basin

Igor Liška
ICPDR Secretariat



2

Impact of floods in Europe

Since 1998:
� about 700 deaths
� displacement of about

0.5 million people
� At least €25 billion in

insured economic
losses

Between 1998 and 2002:
� over 100 major 
damaging floods
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Danube River Protection Convention

Within the scope of the DRPC, the responsibility for
flood control lies with the ICPDR (see Articles 3, 9
and 16, DRPC).
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Minimizing the impacts of floods
via an

‘Action Programme for Sustainable
Flood Prevention’

(to be presented at the end of 2005
at the latest)

4



5

Floods in 2002



6

ICPDR Ordinary Meeting
November 2002

Expert Group on Flood Protection established

Development begun on Action Programme
on Sustainable Flood Protection

in the Danube River Basin
(new deadline 2004)
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Action Programme on Sustainable Flood
Protection in the Danube River Basin

Overall framework programme

The objectives:
• to achieve a long term and sustainable flood risk

management
• to protect human life and property, while

encouraging conservation and improvement of water
related ecosystems
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Source documents:

• Danube River Protection Convention

• UN-ECE Guidelines on Sustainable Flood
Prevention

• EC Best practices on flood prevention, protection
and mitigation

Action Programme on Sustainable Flood
Protection in the Danube River Basin

Direct link to EU Action Programme on Flood Risk
Management
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Action Programme – Table of Contents

• Introduction
• Floods and flood protection in the Danube River

Basin
• Basic principles and approaches
• Targets and demands
• Measures
• Socio-economic and organisational conditions of

the implementation of the Action Programme
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• Reflects EU flood risk management policy
• River basin approach
• Joint action of government, municipalities and

stakeholders
• Reduction of flood risks

– Natural retention
– Structural flood protection
– Reduction of hazards

• Floods: A concern for everybody (solidarity)

Action Programme – Basic principles
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• Improvement of flood forecasting and early
flood warning systems

• Preparation and coordination of sub-basin flood
action plans

• Creating forums for exchange of expert
knowledge

• Recommendation for a common approach in
assessment of flood prone areas and evaluation
of flood risk

Action Programme – Basin-wide targets
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• Development of a long-term flood protection
and retention strategy

• Improvement of flood forecasting and warning
• Contingency planning / preparedness raising
• Flood maps elaboration
• Harmonization of design criteria and safety

regulations across border sections
• Prevention and mitigation of water pollution

caused by floods

Action Programme – Targets for sub-basins
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Action Programme on Sustainable Flood
Protection in the Danube River

Basin

           Approved at the ICPDR Ministerial Meeting
                               December 13, 2004
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Floods in 2005
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